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His Hands Herald

July
Newsletter for His Hands Puppets 2026

The Place for Puppets, Programs, and Costumes

Grandsons Levi and Klay Grandaughter Morgan Halloween Ties made by grandchildren
in their vests and ties. with her tablesetting entry. not yet in the 4-H program.

All three 4-H grandchildren had entries that qualified for the State Fair in September.
Five of the six already have plans for next year, although they have made it clear to me
that they are NOT ready to start sewing for next year any time soon. Levi, the oldest,
has made it clear that this is his last year for sewing. He'll be a high school junior next
year and quite frankly, I'm surprised yet grateful he stuck with it as long as he did!

ime to Refocus on the His Hands Puppets Worktable...

[For sale on www.hishandspuppets.com soon!

#Z Keep 1t Simple Snippet

ZKiss #24 Background Scenes

‘While having a background scene for your puppet show isn't a requirement, they
can define and add dimension to a performance. Scenes can be simple and
understated and make a huge impact on your message. Sometimes just changing the
color of stage curtains can add quite an effect. Background scenes can be colorfully
detailed with windows and doors that open allowing a variety of entrances and exits
for your puppets.

They don't have to be expensive to produce and can be made of a variety of
materials including sheets, canvas, muslin, broadcloth, cotton, pre-printed materials,
shower curtains, wall paper, party backgrounds and more. Many high school/college
art students will do quality work at inexpensive rates. But artistic skill is not
necessarily a requirement for painting your own scenery if you make use of video
projectors, overhead projectors (if you can find one), or tracers to enlarge photos or
clip art of suitable scenes and project them onto your primed canvas.

A base coat of white primer prevents bleed through and conserves more expensive
paint colors. Pencil in the outlines of your scene directly onto the canvas then paint
with latex wall paint, tempera paint, fabric paint, florist spray paint, or acrylic paint
using brushes, paint markers, sponges, airbrush sprayer, etc.

Scenes can be T-pinned to the back of curtained cross bar if they do not need to be
changed during a show. If a scene change is necessary, backgrounds can be stapled
to a piece of lathe or dowel rod and hung from a crossbar and then easily dropped
when needed. A double crossbar allows a black curtain to be drawn in front of a
scene to hide it when not needed.

End Of Snippet........ Snippets are short....But I'm not finished......The Rest is

Village scene from Esther and the King.
Front brick wall scene is sponge painted
muslin. Back village scene is latex paint
on muslin. Arch doorway and door to
stage right are actual cutouts in muslin
with split in black curtains positioned to
allow puppets to enter and exit. Window
to stage left is also open to allow puppet

| from inside the fish shop to converse with
| a puppet on the street.

A simple sheer curtain becomes the only A quick-change bedroom scene
backdrop scene for Queen Esther's backdrop on a WOO“_I 13“‘? draped
chambers and the scene for the meals she over the stage curtain. Painted on
provides for the King and Haman. black canvas with fluorescent paints.

A hinged, wood frame and
cloth screen hung with A screen printed city skyline
shower curtain hooks from scene purchased online for
top crossbar for "A bit O' "Puttin' on the Ritz" song.
Nunsense" puppet program.

A birthday party plastic
decoration for our "Rev

it Up" puppet program.

A screen printed nativity scene bought from Amazon. A double cross-bar
was used to hide the scene with a black curtain until the finale when the
black curtain was pulled to the side. "Four Stories of Christmas"

"Daniel and the Lions" from 2004 probably had our most elaborate backdrops. If you
invest so much time and expense in creating backdrops you really hope to use them
more than once. The painted village scene on stage right was reused in 2014 for
"Esther and the King" as were the center stage throne and curtains. The front rocks for
the lions den were painted on muslin. The rocks in the back were a purchased plastic
sheet. Those have been reused several times for solo songs. We performed "Daniel" in
a park under this tent which really gave it a three-ring-circus feel that aligned with the
three settings of the story of Daniel.

Back drops don't always have to be in
the back. "Garbage In Garbage Out"
was our most original, creative program.
The setting was a garbage dump. The
beginning started with shadow puppets
in the living room and upstairs bedroom
of a house painted on black canvas.
Cutouts were made in the canvas where
muslin shadow screens were sewn in.
Puppeteers in the upstairs room were on
step ladders. This entire backdrop rolled
up after the beginning segment
revealing the dump then rolled back
down for the ending songs. I used a
cardboard tube from haybale wrap to roll the backdrop the first season. My metal
fabricator brother-in-law replaced it with aluminum for the next two seasons.
Puppeteers performed scrunched in trash cans, inside an old couch, behind sacks of
garbage and a dead tree.

Looking back on almost thirty years of performing with puppets I am amazed at the
variety of backdrops I have used. Not all of them were made by me. Some were
made by other puppet teams in the area and borrowed. Some were made by
members of my team. I once had a team member who made a living making
curtains. Not only did she make the curtains for "Daniel" but my stage curtains
were evenly and professionally gathered for every performance! Utilize the
resources you have around you especially your own team members and other
puppet teams in your area.

I also encourage you to try something new, think outside of the box. Never be
afraid to do something different, to present a puppet show in a way that has never
been done before. I promise you'll look back in thirty years and not regret lugging
all that equipment around to all of those audiences, editing all that music, making
all those puppets and costumes, and painting all those backdrops. After all...

A Backdrop Can Be ...

As simple as framing in a performance area
with red curtains and valance for Bing
Crosby and Bob Hope in "USO" puppet
program.

Or a commissioned, custom western scene
backdrop for "Rugged Faith" puppet
program.

A backdrop can be anything you imagine!

Lord,

You are the master artist working behind the scenes of our daily routines. You
see our quiet struggles and unexpected changes. You see our chaos and yet
your steady presence is the backdrop that gives every moment meaning, hope,
and peace. Life changes fast. One day our stage is filled with joy and the next it
holds quiet worry, busy schedules, or sudden grief. We often cannot see beyond
the puppets and the props right in front of us. But You, God, are the canvas, the
background holding everything together. Your Grace remains the permanent
backdrop of our lives. Thank you for being the steady backdrop to our shifting
days. Remind us that You are here, holding all things together behind the
scenes. Calm my anxious thoughts, guard my heart, and anchor my soul in the
goodness of Your Grace.
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Lord,
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